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Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Communicative 
Disorders—Evaluation and treatment of 
persons with communicative disorders, 
based upon a firm theoretical understanding 
of normal processes of speech and language 
formulation, production, and perception. 
Some students pursue this major as a 
preliminary step toward advanced training in 
other professional fields (e.g., medicine and 
law). Many other students pursue this major 
because they hope to practice as certified 
clinicians in educational and medical-allied-
health settings, assisting clients with 
communicative impairments arising from 
disease, trauma, predisposition, maladaptive 
learning, or unknown causes. 
 

To make an appointment with one of our 
undergraduate advisors, call or email: 

 
Sherie Felicijan 

(Clinic Office Manager) 
608-262-3951 
sfelicij@wisc.edu 

 
Undergraduate Advisors 

 
Sandra Levin, M.S., CCC-SLP 

selevin@wisc.edu 
 

Robert Lutfi, Ph.D. 
ralutfi@wisc.edu 

 
Mary Smith, M.S., CCC-SLP 

mesmith1@wisc.edu 
 

John Westbury, Ph.D. 
westbury@wisc.edu 
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The mission of the Department of 
Communicative Disorders at the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison is to provide 
students with a solid foundation in both the 

theoretical and applied aspects of the 
discipline of Communicative Disorders. 
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The major in communicative disorders provides 
students with opportunities for study in the 
areas of speech-language pathology, 
audiology, and the normal aspects of speech, 
hearing, and language. Labs are available for 
training and research needs in the areas of 
speech physiology, speech acoustics, language, 
and audiological science. 
 
Communicative Disorders, 33 credits 
Com Dis 201 Speech Science, 3 cr 
Com Dis 202 Normal Aspects of Hearing, 3 cr 
Com Dis 210 Speech and Language Functions 

of the Brain, 3 cr 
Com Dis 240 Language Development in 

Children and Adolescents, 3 cr 
Com Dis 303 Speech Acoustics and Perception, 

3 cr 
Com Dis 315 Speech Pathology I, 3 cr 
Com Dis 318 Speech Pathology II, 4 cr 
Com Dis 320 Introduction to Audiology, 3 cr 
Com Dis 371 Pre-Clinical Observation of 

Children and Adults, 2 cr 
Com Dis 425 Auditory Rehabilitation, 3 cr 
Com Dis 440 Child Language Disorders, 

Assessment and Intervention, 3 cr 
 
To declare a major, a student must earn a 
grade point average of 3.0 or better for the 
three courses Com Dis 201, 202, and 240. 
Major declaration forms may be obtained from 
the department’s student status examiner, 
Room 318, Goodnight Hall, 608-262-6464, 
vangenderen@wisc.edu. 

 
 

Department Faculty 
 

Michelle Ciucci Assistant Professor 
Swallow and voice neuroscience, 
sensorimotor control, dysphagia, 
Parkinson disease 
608-265-6516; 
ciucci@surgery.wisc.edu 

Nadine Connor, Associate Professor 
Vocal function, voice disorders, aging, 
neuromuscular function in the head 
and neck 
608-265-8711; 
connor@surgery.wisc.edu 

Jan Edwards, Professor 
Phonological and lexical development 
in typically developing children and 
clinical populations 
608-262-6768; jedwards2@wisc.edu 

Susan Ellis Weismer, Professor 
Language delay in late talkers, specific 
language impairment, language 
abilities in autism 
608-262-6487; 
ellisweismer@wisc.edu 

Marios Fourakis, Professor 
Speech production and perception 
608-262-7491; fourakis@wisc.edu 

Cynthia Fowler, Professor 
Auditory evoked potentials and aging 
608-262-6483; cgfowler@wisc.edu 

Katie Hustad, Associate Professor 
Speech intelligibility; augmentative and 
alternative communication; motor 
speech disorders 
608-265-9977; kchustad@wisc.edu 

Margarita Kaushanskaya, Assistant 
Professor 
First and second language acquisition; 
bilingualism; literacy and phonological 
development 
608-262-6473; kaushanskaya@wisc.edu 

Ruth Litovsky, Associate Professor 
Binaural hearing and cochlear implants 
608-262-5045; 
litovsky@waisman.wisc.edu 

Robert Lutfi, Professor 
Physical and psychological acoustics 
608-262-6485; ralutfi@wisc.edu 

Kim Schairer, Assistant Professor 
Otoacoustic emissions, reflectance, and 
psychoacoustics 
608-262-6486; kschairer@wisc.edu 

Lyn Turkstra, Associate Professor 
Neurogenic communication disorders; 
brain injury in adolescents 
608-262-7583; lsturkstra@wisc.edu 

Julie Washington, Professor 
Department Chair 
Language and literacy development in 
diverse populations 
608-262-7823; jawashington@wisc.edu 

Gary Weismer, Professor 
Normal speech production; 
communication impairment in 
neurological disease 
608-262-6472; gweismer@wisc.edu 

John Westbury, Professor 
Speech acoustic-kinematic relationships; 
motor control; biomechanics of speech 
608-265-4811; westbury@wisc.edu 

 )
Contact Us 

Phone (608  262-3951 
Fax (608) 262-6466 

www.comdis.wisc.edu 
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